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 Learning from the Pros webmaster@lastech.com T here are a few developers who are not only well known, but also known for being the “best”. Developers like Jeff Erickson, Tom Fenn, James Shore, et al. They are celebrated for their abilities to create robust and functional software. In this article, I want to identify some common characteristics that appear to separate these developers from others. I
will attempt to point out their distinctive personalities and philosophies, and even some of their idiosyncrasies. I also want to illustrate that it is possible to learn from each of these experts in different ways. I do not intend to argue that we should all go out and become these developers, but instead make the case that it is possible to build the skills, talents, and knowledge that will enable us to be more
effective. In the following article, I will make reference to the well known developers that I mentioned in the previous paragraph. Although I do not intend to emulate these people in any way, I hope that I can inspire developers to look within themselves, find their own strengths, and strive to be the best they can be. Jeff Erickson Jeff Erickson has been a software engineer for over twenty years. He
holds a Masters in Computer Science from the University of Illinois and is a specialist in object oriented systems, software test management, and software requirements management. He was hired in 1995 by Blue Cross/Blue Shield to implement the world’s first, large scale, global application test environment. Jeff is the author of the book: A Practical Guide to Software Testing and Testing Object
Oriented Software (Elsevier, 2003). He has also published articles on software engineering, software requirements, and test management. Jeff has spoken at local, state, and national conferences on these topics. He is active in the area of Agile software development, having presented to this community. He also enjoys the special opportunity of giving talks at his alma mater, the University of Illinois,

where he holds the office of professor of Software Engineering. Thomas Fenn Tom Fenn has been developing software for over twenty years. He holds a Bachelors of Science from Western Michigan University, a Masters of Science in Computer Science from the University of Illinois, and is currently working on a Ph.D. from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He has worked as a
software developer for over eight years and has conducted research on industrial 82157476af
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